
Childstats
Statistics on children and  
young people

ChildStats is a digest of current statistics on children and young people, covering health, 
education, social care, youth justice, early years and more. It is updated quarterly and 
compiled from government and other published sources. Available on the members’ page of 
the NCB’s website, it contains just a sample of published data; fuller and more detailed 
information can be accessed via the web links listed in the sources.

Unless otherwise stated, most of the statistics refer to England.

ChildStats is just one of many publications produced by NCB’s Library & Information 
Service – the UK’s most comprehensive information resource on children and young 
people. To find out more, visit www.ncb.org.uk/library where you can download sample 
copies of our subscription services (see back page) and learn about the substantial 
discounts available to NCB members.
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Population

In 2008, the UK population numbered 61.4 million. (ONS 2009/10)•	

There were 708,708 live births in England and Wales in 2008; the numbers •	
have been increasing since 2001 and have now reached the highest level 
since 1972. (ONS 2009a)

In England, there are almost 6.5million 10 to 19-year-olds and 600,000 new •	
young people enter this age cohort each year. (Donaldson 2008)

In the UK in mid 2008, the proportion of the population aged under 16 was •	
19% (11.5 million children). (ONS 2009/10)

Between 1983 and 2008, the proportion of people in the UK aged under 16 •	
fell from 21% to 19% of the total population. (ONS 2009d)

In the UK in 2007 the population aged below 20 is just under 15 million. •	
(ONS 2009b)

As with the total population, more children and young people live in the •	
South East (2 million), 1.7 million live in London and 1.7 million in the North 
West. (ONS 2009b)

Nearly 82% of people under 20 in England live in urban areas; a further 9% •	
each lived in areas classed as ‘town and fringe’ and ‘village, hamlet and 
isolated dwelling’. (ONS 2009b)

Babies born in England and Wales in 2008 were most likely to have a •	
mother aged 25-34 (54% of mothers were in this age group). (ONS 2009e)

In 2008 the total fertility rate in the UK was 1.96 children per woman, the •	
highest since 1973 when it was 2.05. (ONS 2009/10)

The percentage of live births outside marriage in 2007 was 44%. (Dunnell •	
2008)

In 2008 in England and Wales, the proportion of live births to mothers born •	
outside the UK accounted for 24% of live births. (ONS 2009a)

For every 100 girls that are born each year in the UK, there are 105 boys •	
born; however there are more females than males in the overall population. 
(ONS 2009/10)

In 2007, Jack was the number one name for boys born in England and •	
Wales for the 13th consecutive year, while Grace, which only joined the top 
five in 2006, was the most popular name for girls. (ONS 2009c)

Sources 

Annual update: births in England and Wales, 2007, Population Trends, 134, 
Winter 2008

DONALDSON, L (2008)
On the state of the public health: annual report of the Chief Medical Officer 2007. 
London: Dept of Health.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/AnnualReports/
DH_086176

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/AnnualReports/DH_086176
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DUNNELL, K. (2008)
Diversity and different experiences in the UK: National Statistician’s annual article on 
society. Newport: Office for National Statistics. 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/articles/nojournal/NSA_article.pdf

OFFICE FOR NATIONAL STATISTICS (2009a)
Births and deaths in England and Wales 2008.
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/bdths0509.pdf

OFFICE FOR NATIONAL STATITICS (2009d)
National Statistician’s annual article on the population: a demographic review, 
Population Trends, No.138.

OFFICE FOR NATIONAL STATISTICS (2009b)
Regional trends. No. 41. London: TSO.
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/RegionalTrends41/

OFFICE FOR NATIONAL STATISTICS (2009/10)
Social trends. No. 40. 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/socialtrends/

OFFICE FOR NATIONAL STATISTICS (2009e)
Who is having babies?
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/births1209.pdf

Mortality

In 2008 in England and Wales, there were 3,370 infant deaths registered •	
giving a rate of 4.8 deaths per 1,000 live births; this rate is unchanged from 
2007 and is the lowest rate ever recorded. (ONS 2009a)

In 2008, the West Midlands had the highest infant mortality rate among •	
SHAs in England at 6.5 deaths per thousand live births. South East Coast 
had the lowest at 3.8 deaths per thousand live births. (ONS 2009d)

In 2008, there were 3,617 stillbirths and 1,763 deaths at ages under seven •	
days registered in England and Wales giving a total of 5,380 perinatal 
deaths. (ONS 2009d)

In England and Wales in 2007, there were 264 unexplained deaths, a rate of •	
0.38 deaths per 1,000 live births. (ONS 2009c)

Of all unexplained infant deaths in 2007, 76% occurred among babies born •	
with a normal birth weight and 90% occurred between 28 days and one year 
of age. (ONS 2009c)

The unexplained infant death rate in 2007 was highest for babies born •	
outside marriage where only the mother registered the birth (1.42 per 1,000 
live births); this rate was nearly eight times the rate for babies born inside 
marriage (0.18 per 1,000 live births). (ONS 2009c)

The unexplained infant death rate in 2007 was highest for babies of mothers •	
aged under 20 years at the time of birth. (ONS 2009c)
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In 2005, babies with fathers in semi-routine occupations were more than •	
twice as likely to die in the first year of life compared with babies with 
fathers in managerial occupations. (Dunnell 2008)

The mortality rate for married parents was 2.7 infants per 1,000 live births •	
for infants with fathers in the large employers and managerial occupations. 
(Dunnell 2008)

Teenage mothers (aged less than 20 years at delivery) had the highest •	
neonatal mortality rate of 4.4 per 1,000 live births compared to other 
maternal age groups. (CEMACH 2009)

The mortality rate for infants with unmarried parents and fathers in semi-•	
routine occupations was 6.8 per 1,000 live births (Dunnell 2008)

Approximately 1,600 10 to 19-year-olds die in a year. (Donaldson2008)•	

In 2006, a survey of child deaths in the UK found that 77% of children had a •	
previous history of a medical condition or some sort of medical delay, 
impairment or disability; 66% of deaths were certified in hospital and 2% in 
hospices. (CEMACH 2008)

Overall death rates for children from families of Pakistani and Black African •	
origin were significantly higher than the rate seen in White children; higher 
rates of congenital malformation were seen in children of families of 
Pakistani origin. (CEMACH 2008)

267 deaths per year from cancer in children aged under 15 were recorded •	
on death certificates in England and Wales between 2000 and 2002; there 
were about 33% more deaths in boys than in girls. (Cancer Research UK)

Sources 

CANCER RESEARCH UK (2008)
Childhood cancer incidence statistics.
http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/cancerstats

CHIMAT (2009)
Infant mortality profiles. (These PCT profiles provide key indicators to help support the 
Implementation plan for reducing health inequalities in infant mortality. They provide a 
snapshot of infant mortality for each local authority in England).
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk/

CONFIDENTIAL ENQUIRY INTO MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH (2008)
Why children die: a pilot study 2006. London: CEMACH. 
http://www.cemach.org.uk/getattachment/72d46ead-b529-466d-b0c3-4794d6a30203/
Why-Children-Die--A-pilot-study-(2006).aspx

CONFIDENTIAL ENQUIRY INTO MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH (2009)
Perinatal mortality 2007. London: CEMACH.
www.cemach.org.uk

DONALDSON, L (2008)
On the state of the public health: annual report of the Chief Medical Officer 2007. 
London: DH.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/AnnualReports/
DH_086176

http://www.cemach.org.uk/getattachment/72d46ead-b529-466d-b0c3-4794d6a30203/Why-Children-Die--A-pilot-study-(2006).aspx
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/AnnualReports/DH_086176


NCB membership

NCB members receive quarterly updates of ChildStats free of charge. They are 
also entitled to significant discounts on other Library publications, including:

Children in the News – a daily and/or weekly email alerting service covering •	
the key stories relating to children and young people as reported in the 
national daily press

ChildData – online access to the Library catalogue•	

Conferences and Events – a monthly listing, with full contact details, of NCB •	
and externally run events

Policy and Parliamentary Information Digest – a weekly round-up of •	
legislation, consultations and policy

Highlights – summaries of key research findings in topical subject areas.•	

For more information about membership visit www.ncb.org.uk/members

NCB Library and Information Service

Access to the Library is free to NCB members; non-members are welcome, on 
payment of a £10 fee for a day’s access.

tel: 020 7843 6008
email: library@ncb.org.uk

© NCB 2010
ChildStats is compiled by NCB’s Library & Information Service;  

the information contained therein is not the responsibility of NCB.

www.ncb.org.uk
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